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From the President - "Conversation and Collaboration" 

Doors of learning seem to open when conversation and collaboration focus on local history. Pintlala's heritage beck-
ons the explorer who is willing to talk about matters of historical interest with those who share the same passion. The 
truth is the more we learn from each other, the more we realize there is much more to learn. The opportunities seem 
endless. 

This means of unlocking the past came home to me recently when Bruce Murchison walked into the conference 
room of Pintlala Baptist Church to talk with Alice Carter and me. He was kind enough to bring the Abstract and Title 
to his property which traced the legal and historical ownership. What we learned was amazing. In my mind I come full 
circle to a simple conversation I had with Ray and Ruth Bozeman a year ago. Our discussion led to my research and 
writing for an article, Pintlala, Mosley's Store, and the Advent of the Automobile (PHA Newsletter, July 2014). What I 
learned while preparing for the article motivated a phone call to Bobbie Williams, a direct descendant of Peter Boze-
man, a Revolutionary War veteran, probably buried in the Carter-Stokes Cemetery in Hope Hull. That conversation 
expanded into A Few Bozemans in Montgomery County: A Small Branch From A Large Tree (PHA Newsletter Janu-
ary 2015). 

Then we looked at Bruce Murchison's abstract. We were fortunate that Bruce himself has a curious mind about local 
history matters. The abstract was revealing. It referenced the writ of dower which Jesse Bozeman brokered for his 
brother's widow, Martha Bozeman. Jesse and his brother, W.H. Bozeman, were sons of Peter Bozeman who had 
fought in the Revolution. Thumbing through the abstract's pages revealed the names of the second generation of 
early settlers in southwest Montgomery County. Over the years this property changed hands many times before 
Bruce Murchison purchased at least a portion of the original parcel. An early owner was Thomas Carter with James 
M.Dillehay serving as Justice of the Peace. Other names surfaced too: Gilchrist, Stokes, Rives, McGehee, Todd, 
Ray, Morris, and Callaway.. 

Bruce lives at the old Callaway place. Our conversation on that Friday found the three of us the following Monday 
(March 16, 2015) discovering the long lost Callaway Cemetery. That is quite a story for another time. 

Gary Burton, President 
garyburton1@charter.net 

Excerpt from Last Will and Testament of W. H. Bozeman documenting his brother Jesse Bozeman as Administrator, 1847.  
Courtesy of Bruce Murchison  
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Welcome New Members 

 

 Joe and Helen Arnold, Montgomery, Alabama 
 Tryon McLaney, Montgomery, Alabama 
 Andy Dickson, Hope Hull, Alabama 
 Wilson F. Scott, Hope Hull, Alabama 
 Dr. Skip Campbell, Pinson, Alabama 
 Bruce Murchison, Hope Hull, Alabama 

 
Thank you for your support and interest in the Pintlala Historical Association! 

Norman Bridge Road Book 

We have recently learned that Charles Ellison Norman of Mesquite, Texas, formerly of Montgomery, has 
written a story of his Norman family titled Norman Bridge Road.  The Norman family has deep roots in 
South Montgomery County and we are all familiar with the bridge on Highway 331, which got its name from 
its builder, Job Norman.  PHA member, Ricky McLaney, whose mother was a Norman, wrote an article on 
the family for the October 2013 edition of the PHA Newsletter. Charles Norman was very complimentary of 
Ricky’s work. 

Norman’s book is quite readable as he has creatively woven the Norman family history into story format 
based on historical documentation.  As he states in the book’s foreword: In some cases where no actual 
information was available, the author’s interpretation was used to create day-to-day events, and in some 
cases, fictional characters were used to relate decision making, historical situations, and personal 
relationships common to that time period. 

This book will be especially meaningful to future generations of the Norman family and they will thank 
Charles Ellison Norman for his research. 

Norman Bridge Road may be found in the Ethel Tankersley Todd Historical Alcove of the Pintlala Library. 

PHA Program 

Pintlala Historical Association will meet Sunday, April 19th at 2:30 p.m. at Pintlala Baptist Church. The 
meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall. The program will be presented by Harold Banks of Dadeville, 
Alabama. He is an avid outdoorsman who enjoys hiking, camping, canoeing and adventure. His presenta-
tion will be centered around his 2012 solo canoe trip of 400 miles from the beginning of the Alabama River 
at Fort Toulouse to Fort Morgan on the Gulf of Mexico. His photographs are spectacular! 

Harold is an Auburn graduate in fields of Forestry and Business. He also earned a graduate degree from 
the University of Wisconsin Graduate School of Banking. He worked 30 years for the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation as a bank examiner and then worked for several years for the Alabama State Banking 
Department. He is semi-retired, but performs investigations for bank regulatory agencies on a contract ba-
sis. 

Harold and his wife Amy have two grown children and now raise chickens, honeybees, catfish, fruit trees 
and vegetables in Dadeville. 

Please join us for a vicarious adventure on the Alabama River with Harold Banks! Bring friends and family! 
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Introduction 
 
J. Harold Banks of Dadeville, Alabama is the first person to make a total descent of the 
Tallapoosa River.  In 2009 he made this solo canoe trip of 258 miles in eleven days.  Banks 
kept a journal of his trip which we are publishing here.  Please read PHA Program on page 
6 for information on more remarkable and interesting Banks adventures.  We are grateful to 
Harold Banks for being so generous with his writings and photographs.   

All photos and narratives courtesy of  J. Harold Banks  
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Cooking supper over a homemade alcohol stove. A 
brisk wind and dry pine straw made a wood fire 
unsafe. Gorgeous campsite on an island in Lake 
Wedowee with no signs of human habitation in 
sight.  



Page 6 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 7 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 8 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 9 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 10 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 11 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 12 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 13 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 14 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 15 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 16 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 17 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 18 Volume XXIX, Number 2



Page 19 Volume XXIX, Number 2

My navigation panel with two of my 20 maps showing. I had a GPS but never needed it. By watching my maps and the compass 
mounted on my thwart, I always knew exactly where I was.  

A large and fat osprey chick in a nest on a snag rising out of the water.  View of Thurlow Dam built atop the once famous Falls of the Tallapoosa 
mentioned by Mark Twain.  

All photos and narratives courtesy of  J. Harold Banks  
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Alabama portion of the Tallapoosa River as the map does not 
show its point of origin in Georgia  - Source Geology.com  
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Name  

Address  

City, State Zip  

Phone (Home & Office)  

E-Mail Address  

Areas of Interest  

If you are interested in genealogy, please indicate family surnames  

Join the Pintlala Historical Association 
Please mail completed form & dues to:  
 

Pintlala Historical Association 
Ina Slade 

15212 Highway 31 
Hope Hull, Alabama 36043 

$15.00 Annual Dues 

c/o Pintlala Public Library 
255 Federal Road 

Hope Hull, AL 36043 
 

PINTLALA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION 

NEX T MEETING  

A PRIL  1 9 ,  2 015  
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